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city
What Does It Mean?  A city is a place where many people live 

and work.
How Do I Use It?My family moved from the country to the city.  

What kinds of buildings would you see in a big 

city?  Describe them.Talk It Over.The city and the country are alike in some 

ways and different in others.  Copy the 

diagram on another sheet of paper.  On the 

left side, write things about the city.  On the 

right side, write things about the country.  In 

the middle space, write things about both.
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city
myself
school
party
seven
buy

please
family

WordsWordsWordsWordsWordsWords
to to to to to to KnowKnowKnowKnowKnowKnow

myself
I took the box into the 
house all by myself.

city
They moved to the city 
from the country.

Read each Context Card.

Use a blue word to tell 
about something you did.

WORDS TO KNOW
High-Frequency Words
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please
“Please play with us,” 
they said. 

family
They invited the family 
to come in.

seven
She will bring seven 
apples to school.

buy
She will buy a plant 
for her friend.

school
He met many new 
friends at school.

party
They had a party for 
their new classmate.
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TARGET SKILL

Understanding Characters Remember that 
you can learn a lot about what story 
characters are like from their words and 
actions.  Use what the characters say and 
do as clues.  Figure out how they feel and 
why they act the way they do.  You can list 
the clues, or text evidence, on a chart.

TARGET STRATEGY

Summarize Stop to tell about the 
important events as you read.

Read
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Words Actions Feelings
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We live in the United States of 
America.  People have come to this 
country from all over the world.  You 
learn about our country at school.  You 
can read books about our country, too.  
What do you know about our country? 

You will read about a boy who 
moves to the United States in The 
New Friend.

Learning About Our Country

PREVIEW THE TOPIC
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Meet the Illustrator

Ed Martinez

Ed Martinez grew up 
with a painter in the family.  
His father was an artist!  
As a boy, Mr. Martinez got 
started by drawing horses.  
Now he draws pictures for 
magazines and books. 

Meet the Author

María Puncel

María Puncel lives in Spain.  
She writes her books in Spanish.  
Many of them have been 
translated into English, 
including El Amigo Nuevo.

Realistic fiction is 
a story that could 
happen in real life.  
As you read, look for:

 characters who act 
like real people

 events that could 
really happen

Understanding 
Characters Tell about 
characters’ words, 
actions, and feelings.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION

The New Friend
by María Puncel  •  illustrations by Ed Martinez

What can you learn 
from someone who is 

from another country?
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ANALYZE THE TEXT

Narrator� 6FM�GQ�RFC�
L?PP?RMP���6FW�BM�
WMS�RFGLI�QM�
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0OF�EBZ�B�XPSL�DSFX�DBNF�XJUI�QBJMT�
BOE�CSVTIFT�� �5IFZ�TUBSUFE�UP�XBTI�BOE�
QBJOU� UIF�FNQUZ�IPVTF�
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"GUFS� UIFZ�XFSF�EPOF
�BOE�UIF�QBJOU�IBE�
ESJFE
� UIF�IPVTF� MPPLFE�QSFUUZ�BOE�OFX�

5IF�OFYU�EBZ�B�CJH� USVDL�QVMMFE�VQ�� � �
*U�XBT� GVMM�PG�DSBUFT�BOE�CPYFT�� �"�DSFX�
VOMPBEFE�UIF�CPYFT�PGG� UIF� USVDL�� �"�OFX�
GBNJMZ�XPVME�TPPO� MJWF� UIFSF�
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5PEBZ�-VJT�XFOU�PWFS� UP� UIF�IPVTF�OFYU�EPPS�� �
)F�NFU�B�CPZ�DBMMFE�.BLPUP�� �5IFO�XF�BMM�NFU�
.BLPUP�� �.BLPUP�XBT�TFWFO�ZFBST�PME�KVTU�
MJLF�VT�
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#FGPSF� MPOH
�XF� GPVOE�PVU� UIBU�.BLPUP�QMBZFE�
TPDDFS�� �)F�DPVME�LFFQ�SVOOJOH�BOE�SVOOJOH�� �
)F�XBT�HPPE�BU� MFBSOJOH�UIJOHT
� UPP�� �)F� MFBSOFE�
BMM�PG�PVS�OBNFT�CZ�UIF�FOE�PG� UIF�HBNF�
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4PPO�.BLPUP�T� GBNJMZ�XBT�BMM�NPWFE� JO�� �8F�
NFU�IJT�NPUIFS�BOE�GBUIFS�� �5IFZ�XFSF�HMBE�
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8IJMF�.BLPUP�T�NPUIFS�BOE�GBUIFS�XFOU� UP�
CVZ�GPPE
�.BLPUP�TUBZFE�BOE�QMBZFE�XJUI�VT�
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8IFO�.BLPUP�T�NPUIFS�BOE�GBUIFS�SFKPJOFE�VT
�
.BSUJO
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�BOE�*�IFMQFE�UIFN�DBSSZ� UIF�
CBHT� JOUP� UIF�IPVTF�

.BLPUP�TBJE�IF�XPVME�TIPX�VT�BSPVOE�IJT�IPVTF���
5IFO�XF�XFOU�VQ�UP� MPPL�BU�.BLPUP�T�SPPN�
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.BLPUP�TUJMM�IBE�B� MPU�PG�CPYFT� UP�VOQBDL�� �)F�
IBE�TPNF�OJDF� UPZT�BOE�LJUFT�� �)F�TBJE� UIBU�PO�
UIF�OFYU�XJOEZ�EBZ
�XF�DPVME�CSJOH�IJT�LJUFT�
PVUTJEF�BOE�GMZ� UIFN�� �)F�TBJE�*�DPVME� GMZ�B�LJUF�
CZ�NZTFMG��
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5IFO�XF�XFOU�PVUTJEF�UP� MPPL�
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0O�UIF� GJSTU�QBHF
�XF�TBX�.BLPUP�T�PME�IPVTF�
JO�+BQBO�� �0O�UIF�OFYU�QBHF
�XF�TBX�.BLPUP�T�
GBNJMZ� JO�+BQBO�� �5IF� MBTU�QBHF�IBE�QJDUVSFT�
PG�.BLPUP�T� GSJFOET�� �5IFZ�TIPXFE�.BLPUP�T�
TFWFOUI�CJSUIEBZ�QBSUZ�� �.BLPUP�TBJE�IF�
XJTIFT�XF�DPVME�NFFU�IJT�PME� GSJFOET�
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"U�UIF�FOE�PG� UIF�EBZ
�.BLPUP�T�NPUIFS�BOE�
GBUIFS�SFQBJE�VT� GPS�IFMQJOH�XJUI�DPPLJFT�� �
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.BLPUP�T� GBUIFS�TBJE�IF�IBE�B�OFX� KPC� JO� UIF�
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8F�XFSF�BMM�HMBE�BCPVU� UIBU�

ANALYZE THE TEXT

Understanding Characters�
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RFC�NGARSPCQ
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8F�TBJE�HPPE�CZF�UP�.BLPUP�BOE�IJT�
NPUIFS�BOE�GBUIFS�� �5IFO�XF�XFOU�
IPNF�UP�PVS� GBNJMJFT�� �8F�XFSF�HMBE�
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We live in the United 
States of America.  This 
city is Washington, D.C.  It 
is the capital of the United 
States.  You can see and 
learn a lot here.  Let’s go!

Symbols
of Our 

Country
by Agatha Jane

Lesson 25

INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL INFORMATIONAL 
TEXTTEXTTEXT

Read
Together
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Informational text 
gives facts about a 
topic. It can be a 
newspaper, magazine, 
or textbook. Read 
to find facts about 
symbols of our country.

Headings are titles for 
different parts of a 
selection. They tell what 
the section is about. 
What headings do you 
see in this selection? 
What information do 
they give?
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American Flag
The flag is a symbol of the 

United States.  The red and white 
stripes stand for the first thirteen 
states.  The stars stand for each 
state that is part of the United 
States now.
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American Flag
The flag is a symbol of the 

United States.  The red and white 
stripes stand for the first thirteen 
states.  The stars stand for each 
state that is part of the United 
States now.



Washington Monument
George Washington 

was our first President.  
This tall building is 
named for him.  This 
painting of George 
Washington is in the 
White House.  
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Lincoln Memorial
Abraham Lincoln was 

our sixteenth President.  
You can see his statue at 
the Lincoln Memorial.
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White House
The President works and 

lives here.  People from all 
states vote for the person 
they want to be President.  
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Constitution

Capitol Building
Voters from each 

state elect people 
to represent them.  
This is where they 
make laws.

Supreme Court
Judges work here.  They decide 

how laws should be followed.
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You can see symbols 
of our country all over 
the United States.  We are 
very proud of our country!  
the United States.  We are 
very proud of our country!  

Mount Rushmore

Liberty Bell
Statue of Liberty
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Contractions A contraction is a short way 
of writing two words.  This mark ( ’ ) takes 
the place of missing letters.  It is called an 
apostrophe.

It is a very big truck!
It’s a very big truck!

He is helping his dad.
He’s helping his dad.

This box is not too heavy.
This box isn’t too heavy.

I do not know what is in it.
I don’t know what is in it.
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When you proofread your writing, be sure 
you have written contractions correctly.

Try This!

Read each sentence.  Write the 
contraction for the underlined 
words.  Use another sheet of 
paper.

1. I am happy to meet a new friend.

2. Today he is moving next door.

3. Jamal is not finished unpacking.

4. I do not know what games he likes.

5. His toys are not on the shelves yet.

Grammar in Writing
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